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2026 Cannabis Policy Reform Legislation and
Voter Measures

Because less than half of U.S. states allow citizen-initiated ballot measures, in most states, the only
way to reform cannabis laws is via the state’s legislature. Polls show a solid majority of
Americans support making cannabis use legal and nearly 90% support allowing medical cannabis, but
lawmakers lag behind the public.

Twenty-four states have legalized cannabis for adults, leaving 26 states where adults are still
prohibited from relaxing with cannabis. Ten states are even further behind the times — lacking even a
medical cannabis law. And 19 states continue to jail their residents for even simple possession of
cannabis.

2026 legislative sessions are just starting to convene. See below for this year’s bills to legalize
cannabis for adults, to decriminalize cannabis (i.e., issuing a fine-only ticket for simple possession),
and to legalize medical cannabis.

You can find additional cannabis policy bills and more information on cannabis policy on each of
our state webpages. Bills are provided courtesy of BillTrack50.

Cannabis Legalization Legislation  

States with proposed bills to legalize cannabis for adults: 11

Florida — SB1398 would legalize and regulate cannabis for adults 21 and older. The legislation
allows for sentencing and expungements for activities that would be legalized if passed. The
legislation would allow for home cultivation and possibly a cooperative model (subject to
regulations TBD).
Hawai’i — HB 1246 and SB 1613 would legalize and regulate cannabis for adults 21 and older.
HB 1246 passed out of the House Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs and Agriculture & Food Systems
Committees on February 4, 2025, but was referred back to committee. SB 1613 passed out of
the Senate Health and Human Services and Judiciary Committees but was not scheduled for a
hearing in the next two committees before a 2025 deadline. HB 519 proposes a constitutional
amendment to legalize cannabis for adults 21 and older. It would require a two-thirds vote to
refer to voters. All three carry over from 2025.
Indiana — SB 0286 would legalize and regulate both adult-use and medical cannabis. HB 1191
would decriminalize possession of two ounces or less of cannabis. Possessing more than two
ounces of cannabis would be a class B misdemeanor.
Kansas — HB 2405 would legalize and regulate cannabis for adults 21 and older.
Kentucky —HB198 would remove criminal penalties for possession and limited home grow,
without setting up regulated sales. HB199 is a proposed constitutional amendment that would
enshrine the rights potentially passed in HB198 as well as allow the state to regulate sales.
Mississippi — SB 220 would legalize cannabis, removing it from the state’s controlled
substances scheduling and removing penalties.

https://ballotpedia.org/Initiated_state_statute
https://news.gallup.com/poll/697445/americans-positive-progress-drugs.aspx
https://news.gallup.com/poll/697445/americans-positive-progress-drugs.aspx
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/03/26/most-americans-favor-legalizing-marijuana-for-medical-recreational-use/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2024/03/26/most-americans-favor-legalizing-marijuana-for-medical-recreational-use/
https://www.mpp.org/connectors/states/
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1923771/61989
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1246&year=2025&__cf_chl_tk=r3dU9U4XT1mBWAsOdU2k.v_9CwVyk9yYcqkPObM34O8-1738774096-1.0.1.1-w_bsD6SrLdTgv9Thqqfj2fsoye3Vw8lXHHBzPFR9DWs
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1246&year=2025
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1792402
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1924825/26681
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1920602/18965
https://www.kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/measures/documents/hb2405_00_0000.pdf
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1923348/61989
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1923126/61989
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1933343
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New Hampshire — CACR 19 proposes a state constitutional right for adults 21 and older to
possess personal use amounts of cannabis. It requires a three-fifths majority in the House and
Senate to appear on the November 2026 ballot, where it would need two-thirds of the vote. HB
186 would legalize and regulate cannabis for adults. It passed the House on January 7, 2026, in
a 208-135 vote. It is now in the House Finance Committee. SB 651 would also legalize and
regulate cannabis for adults. It has a hearing scheduled in the Senate Judiciary Committee on
Jan. 22, 2026. HB 1235 would legalize up to 2.5 ounces of cannabis and similar amounts of
other products. HB 198 would legalize simple possession of cannabis and penalize public
smoking. It passed the House floor 208-125 on March 26, 2025, and was tabled by the Senate
floor in a 12-10 vote, with two excused. HB 75 would legalize cannabis for adults 21 and older. It
passed the House in a voice vote, and was tabled on the Senate floor in a 15-9 vote.
North Carolina — H 413 would legalize and regulate cannabis for adults 21 and older. S 350
would legalize and regulate both adult-use and medical cannabis.
Pennsylvania — SB 120, HB 20, and HB 1735 would legalize cannabis with privately-run, state-
licensed stores. All are pending in committee and have not received hearings. HB 1200 would
have legalized cannabis for adults, with sales from state-run stores. It passed the House of
Representatives in a 102-101 vote on May 7, 2025, but was voted down, 7-3, by the Senate Law
and Justice Committee. HB1107 says it would establish an adult-use cannabis program, but it is
an incomplete bill focused on farmer-grower permits.
Tennessee — SB 809, and HB981 would legalize and regulate cannabis for
adults. SB923 and HB981 would legalize possession and home grow of up to five plants without
a regulated market. All bills carried over from 2025.
West Virginia — SJR 5 would propose a state constitutional right for adults 21 and older to
possess and grow modest amounts of cannabis. If approved by voters, it would also direct the
legislature to regulate cannabis sales, and allow petition-based expungement for convictions for
possession of up to two ounces of cannabis.

Twenty-four states, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands have legalized
cannabis for adults 21 and older. One of the 24 states — Virginia — only has legal possession and
home cultivation, with no legal sales, as does Washington, D.C. In Virginia, lawmakers plan to propose
legislation to create the framework to permit adult-use sales. Thus far, Congressional intervention has
prevented regulated adult-use sales in Washington, D.C., where voters legalized adult-use possession
and home cultivation.

Bills to Remove Possible Jail Time — Often Imposing a Fine — for Simple
Possession (“Decriminalization”)  

States with decriminalization bills: 6

Iowa — HF 72 would decriminalize possession of 10 grams or less of cannabis. HF 78 would
decriminalize possession of up to one-half ounce (14 grams). Although these bills remove jail
time for possession, they carry an exorbitant $500 misdemeanor fine.
Kansas — SB 295 would create a civil infraction of $25 for possession of under one ounce, five
grams of concentrate, or 1000 milligrams of edibles.
Pennsylvania — SB 75 and HB 758 would reduce the penalty for possession of up to 30 grams
of marijuana or eight grams of hashish to a summary offense carrying a fine of up to $25. They
impose a fine of up to $100 for smoking cannabis in public. SB 75 was referred to the Senate

https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/legacy/bs2016/bill_status.aspx?lsr=2736&sy=2026&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2026&txtbillnumber=CACR19
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1764877
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1764877
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1923192/19226
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/legacy/bs2016/bill_status.aspx?lsr=3012&sy=2026&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2026&txtbillnumber=HB1235
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1765993
https://gc.nh.gov/bill_status/legacy/bs2016/bill_status.aspx?lsr=87&sy=2025&sortoption=&txtsessionyear=2025&txtbillnumber=HB75
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1871017/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1873032/18965
https://www.mpp.org/connectors/states/pennsylvania/pa-bipartisan-cannabis-bill-sb120-bill-summary/
https://www.mpp.org/connectors/states/pennsylvania/pa-bipartisan-cannabis-bill-hb20-bill-summary/
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1901240
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1890242
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1880719
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1817234
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1817234/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1819624/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1819950/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1819624/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1934446/26681
https://www.mpp.org/connectors/issues/legalization/map-of-state-marijuana-laws/
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1786034/48504
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1785832/48504
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1861982/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1799033/26681
https://www.palegis.us/legislation/bills/text/PDF/2025/0/HB0758/PN0782
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Judiciary Committee, while HB 578 is in the House Judiciary Committee.
South Carolina —H 3110 would create a civil infraction for possession of 28 grams of cannabis
flower or 10 grams of hashish This bill also restructures other drug possession penalties. H
3804 creates a civil infraction with no jail time for possession of under 28 grams of flower or 10
grams of hashish.
Utah — HB 253 would reduce the penalty for possession of up to 14 grams to a civil infraction
for a first conviction, with subsequent offenses being misdemeanors. Infractions carry fines up
to $750, with no jail.
West Virginia — SB 100 would reduce the penalty for possession of up to 15 grams of
cannabis to a civil offense carrying a fine of up to $25

Thirty-one states and Washington, D.C. have decriminalized or legalized cannabis possession. Check
out MPP’s report on the 19 states that have not even stopped jailing cannabis consumers.

Effective Medical Cannabis Bills  

States with bills to create comprehensive medical cannabis programs: 7

Georgia — SB 220 would strengthen Georgia’s existing low-THC program. (Due to limitations in
its program, MPP considers Georgia a “low-THC medical cannabis state” instead of a state with
a comprehensive medical cannabis law.)
Kansas — SB 294 would create a conservative, comprehensive medical cannabis program.
Iowa — HF 950 would allow medical cannabis patients to have inhalable botanical cannabis,
creating flexibility in treatment options. (Due to limitations in its program, MPP considers Iowa a
“low-THC medical cannabis state” instead of a state with a comprehensive medical cannabis
law.)
North Carolina — HB 1011 would create a comprehensive medical cannabis program. HB
984 would allow patients to participate in approved state cannabis research programs.
South Carolina — S 0053 would create a conservative, comprehensive medical cannabis
program. H 3019 would create a much more expansive medical cannabis program than
S0053. H3018 would give legal protection from prosecution for veterans suffering from combat-
related PTSD for possession of under 28 grams of cannabis flower or 10 grams of hashish.
Tennessee — HB0872 would create comprehensive medical cannabis programs.
Wisconsin — SB 534 would allow individuals with a qualifying medical condition and a
prescriber’s written confirmation to register to use and safely access medical cannabis
preparations. It received a hearing in the Senate Health Public Committee on Oct. 22, 2025, but
has not yet received a vote. AB 547 is a very similar or identical bill, which was referred to the
Assembly Committee on Health, Aging and Long-Term Care.

Forty states, D.C., Puerto Rico, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands have
effective medical cannabis laws. In addition, two states have more restrictive laws that allow in-state
distribution of federally illegal cannabis-based products with lower amounts of THC: Iowa and Georgia.

Home Cultivation  

Adding Home Cultivation to Existing Medical and Adult-Use Laws: 3

https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1757273/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1807246/61989
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1807246/61989
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1933993
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1934386
https://www.mpp.org/issues/decriminalization/state-laws-with-alternatives-to-incarceration-for-marijuana-possession/
https://www.mpp.org/issues/decriminalization/behind-the-times-by-marijuana-policy-project-the-19-states-where-a-joint-can-still-land-you-in-jail/
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1838852/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1856240/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1863759/48565
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1886075/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1884721/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1884721/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1758048/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1757229/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1756878/28939
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1818033
https://www.mpp.org/connectors/states/wisconsin/medical-cannabis-bill-summary/
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1908473
https://www.mpp.org/connectors/issues/medical-marijuana/state-by-state-medical-marijuana-laws/key-aspects-of-state-and-d-c-medical-marijuana-laws/
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Florida — S 0776 would allow medical patients 21 and older to cultivate up to six      flowering
plants at home.
New Hampshire — HB 53 would allow registered patients and designated caregivers to
cultivate up to three mature plants at home. It passed the House of Representatives on
February 20, 2025. On April 17, 2025, the Senate deadlocked in a 12-12 vote and it was tabled
in a 16-8 vote.
Washington — HB 1449 would allow adults to cultivate up to six plants at home. Washington is
one of only four legalization states that doesn’t allow adult-use home cultivation.

Four of the 24 legalization states don’t allow adults to cultivate cannabis for personal use —
Delaware, Illinois, New Jersey, and Washington. Fifteen of the 40 medical cannabis states don’t allow
home cultivation.

Rollbacks and Recriminalization  

Florida — H. 1003 and S. 1056 would create penalties, including criminal penalties on second
and subsequent offenses, for possession of an open container for both cannabis and hemp
products. The law would apply to possession by the operator or passenger(s) in a vehicle.
Medical patients would have their patient status suspended for a first offense and permanent
ban for a subsequent offense.
New Jersey — S. 784 would erode employment protections for the off-site, off-hours
responsible use of cannabis. It requires certain employers to prohibit the adult-use of cannabis
by their employees. It includes employers of workers who operate heavy machinery, operate
weapons, and law enforcement officers. The workers would be subject to employer drug testing
policies, which can result in positive tests for cannabis use 30 days or more prior.
Missouri — SB 1187 would make the public consumption of cannabis a Class B misdemeanor
— punishable by up to six months in jail, a fine of up to $1,000, or both. This would apply even
to the non-smoked, medical use of cannabis.

Other Bills  

If you live in a state that still prohibits cannabis and no lawmakers have taken the lead to change
that, send your state legislators a note to ask them to stand up for humane and sensible cannabis
policies. Take a few moments to email them in support of medical cannabis, decriminalization,
or legalizing and regulating cannabis.

MPP has webpages for each individual state, which you can access here. They include a snapshot of
cannabis policies in the state, along with additional bills, courtesy of Bill Track 50. These include
expungement bills, employment protections, and other proposals to improve (or in some cases
undermine) existing legalization, medical cannabis, and decriminalization laws.

Ballot Measures  

2026 may see ballot measures both to expand cannabis freedoms and to roll progress back. Here are
some of the proposed measures:

https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1915796/48504
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1915796/18965
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1915796/18965
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1761597
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1793269/55408
https://www.mpp.org/issues/legalization/freedom-to-grow-map-of-states-allowing-home-cultivation-of-cannabis/
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1920832/61989
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1920561/26681
https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1914147/55408
https://www.mpp.org/issues/medical-marijuana/
https://www.mpp.org/issues/decriminalization/
https://www.mpp.org/issues/legalization/
https://www.mpp.org/states/
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Florida, legalization — Smart & Safe Florida has submitted over a million signatures to refer a
constitutional amendment to legalize cannabis to voters; to pass, it would need 60% of the
vote.
Idaho, medical cannabis — The Natural Medicine Alliance of Idaho is circulating petitions for
a proposal to allow safe access to medical cannabis.
Arizona, Maine, and Massachusetts — Prohibitionists are trying to qualify ballot initiatives
that would return to the dark days of prohibition. All three measures would repeal regulated,
adult-use sales of cannabis, driving those sales underground and across state lines.
Idaho, blocking future legalization — Legislators referred a constitutional amendment (HJR
4) to the ballot that would strip voters of the ability to legalize currently prohibited drugs in the
future, including cannabis.

https://smartandsafeflorida.com/
https://www.naturalmedicinealliance.com/
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2025/legislation/HJR004.pdf
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2025/legislation/HJR004.pdf

