Become a member of the Marijuana

Policy Project! Your donation will
help us change state and federal
marijuana laws.

Name:

Address:

City:

State: ZIP:

Phone:

Email:

Enclosed is my one-time, tax-deductible
donation of:

X $5,000 X$1,000 X$250 KS$S100
X $40 X $25 XS

X Sign me up for MPP’s email alerts!

To donate via credit card,

please visit
www.mpp.org/donate/mpp/.

Updated: December 2021

The four biggest reasons people are
concerned about decriminalizing
simple marijuana possession:

1 “Criminalizing possession reduces use.”

e Arresting people simply for possessing marijuana
has failed miserably at preventing marijuana use. Half of
Americans have used marijuana, including at least three
of the past five presidents. Criminalization of low-level
possession drains precious criminal justice resources
from our communities, destroys the lives and families of
otherwise law-abiding citizens, and hasn’t been shown
to reduce rates of use.

2 “Marijuana decriminalization would send the
® wrong message to teenagers.” In its report
endorsing decriminalization, the American Academy of
Pediatrics noted, “Decriminalization of recreational use
of marijuana by adults has also not led to an increase in
youth use rates of recreational marijuana,” and “[c]urrent
evidence does not support a focus on punishment for
youth who use marijuana.”

3 “Marijuana decriminalization might increase
o DUI-related deaths on the roadways.” Driving
while intoxicated would still be illegal, and there is no
evidence that decriminalizing marijuana possession has
had any effect on rates of impaired driving in states that
have made the policy change.

4 “Marijuana is a‘gateway’ or ‘stepping

e stone’to hard drugs.” According to a study
commissioned by the British Parliament, “the gateway
theory has little evidence to support it despite copious
research.” According to the Institute of Medicine (in

a report commissioned by the White House Office of
National Drug Control Policy), “There is no evidence that
marijuana serves as a stepping stone [to other drugs]
on the basis of its particular physiological effect."To

put it simply, if you ask hard drug users if they've used
marijuana, it's not surprising that they have. But the vast
majority of marijuana users do not move on to use hard
drugs.

Sensible,
Moderate
Marijuana Policy
Reform

Thirteen states punish
possession with
afine, notjail.
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