
1

Marijuana Policy Project | mpp.org

The Case for Allowing Medical Cannabis Home
Cultivation

Medical cannabis laws should allow patients (or their designated caregivers) to securely grow a
modest number of plants — in addition to the option of buying cannabis from dispensaries. Home
cultivation is an important option for patients who cannot afford cannabis from dispensaries and for
patients who need precise strains that may not be consistently available at dispensaries.

Medical cannabis is vital to the wellbeing of hundreds of thousands of patients with serious medical
conditions, and it is safer than many prescriptions. Both studies and the real-world experience of
patients have shown that cannabis can help numerous medical conditions, including chronic pain,
seizures, spasms, and nausea.[1] While cannabis has not been shown to cause fatal overdoses,[2]
prescription opiates have caused tens of thousands of deaths.[3] Numerous surveys and studies have
found that cannabis can reduce or eliminate patients’ need for opiates.[4]

Medical cannabis is not covered by insurance, and many people with serious illnesses cannot afford
the hundreds of dollars medical cannabis costs each month. A 2018 survey by Americans for Safe
Access found the average cost per month ranged from $50 to $1,500.[5] The survey also found that
more than 88.5% of respondents reported their medicine was not affordable and 25% go without
treatment because they cannot afford medical cannabis in their states.[6]

Without home cultivation, patients who cannot afford medical cannabis are forced to needlessly
suffer, use more dangerous medications, such as prescription opioids, or go to the streets to obtain
cannabis.

Illicit cannabis is far more dangerous than lab-tested medical cannabis. It can have pesticides and
additives that are not safe for human consumption[7] — and patients have been mugged and
assaulted buying cannabis on the streets. But, for many patients, purchasing cannabis on the streets
is preferable to needlessly suffering or using more risky prescription medications.

Twenty-five states either allow medical cannabis home cultivation, adult-use home cultivation, or
both. MPP is not aware of any significant security or diversion problems related to small-scale, secure
home cultivation.

Medical Cannabis States Allowing Home Cultivation

State Medical Plant Limit Adult-Use Home Cultivation and Notes

Alaska (1998) Six plants Since 2014, adults 21+ can cultivate up to six plants
(with three being mature).

Arizona (2010) 12 plants*
*Only allowed for patients living 25+ miles from

dispensaries. Since 2020, all adults 21+ can cultivate
up to six plants.
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State Medical Plant Limit Adult-Use Home Cultivation and Notes

California (1996;
amounts set in

2004)

At least six mature
plants or 12 immature

plants
Since 2016, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to six plants.

Colorado (2000) Six plants Since 2012, all adults 21+ can cultivate six plants
(three of which can be flowering).

Connecticut (2012;
home grow added in

2021)
Three mature and three

immature plants
Also, since July 1, 2023, all adults 21+ can cultivate up

to three mature and three immature plants in their
homes.

Hawaii (2000) 10 plants  

Illinois (2013; home
grow added in 2019) Five plants  

Maine (1999)
Six mature plants, 12

immature plants,
unlimited seedlings

Since 2016, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to three
flowering plants, 12 immature plants, and unlimited

seedlings.

Maryland (2022)  While Maryland’s medical law doesn’t allow home
cultivation, all adults 21+ can cultivate two plants.

Mass. (2012) 12 flowering and 12
vegetative plants Since 2016, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to six plants.

Michigan (2008) 12 plants Since 2018, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to 12 plants.

Minnesota (2023)  
While Minnesota's medical law doesn't allow home
cultivation, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to eight

plants (four flowering).

Missouri (2018) Six plants Also, since 2022, all adults can get a card allowing
cultivation of up to six mature plants. 

Montana (2004) Four mature plants, four
seedlings

Since 2020, all adults 21+ can cultivate two mature
plants and two seedlings.

Nevada (1998;
revised in 2013) 12 plants*

*Only for those living at least 25 miles from a
dispensary or those growing a strain that isn’t provided
at their nearby dispensary. Since 2016, adults 21+ can
cultivate up to six plants if they live at least 25 miles

from a retail store.

New Mexico (2007) Four mature plants, 12
seedlings

Initially, a personal cultivation license was required.
Since 2021, all adults 21+ can cultivate six mature and

six immature plants.

New York (2014;
home grow added in

2021)
Six plants Also, all adults 21+ may cultivate up to three mature

and three immature plants per adult.

Oregon (1998) Six mature plants and
18 immature plants

Since 2014, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to four
plants.

Ohio (2023)  While Ohio’s medical law doesn’t allow home
cultivation, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to six plants.
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State Medical Plant Limit Adult-Use Home Cultivation and Notes

Rhode Island (2006) 12 plants and 12
seedlings

Since 2023, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to three
mature and three immature  plants. 

South Dakota (2020;
revised in 2021)

Four plants (two
mature)  

Vermont (2004) Two mature plants and
seven immature plants

Since 2018, all adults 21+ can cultivate two mature and
four immature plants.

Virginia (2020)  Since 2021, all adults 21+ can cultivate up to four
plants, with a tag identifying the grower.

Washington (1998) Six plants Adult-use cannabis has been legal since 2014 but only
patients can cultivate.
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