
Well-Funded Drug Legalizers?
Annual Budget Totals

state drug war spending: 

$81.3 billion1

federal drug war spending: 

$19.2 billion2

drug czar's 
advertising budget: 

$60 million3

combined budgets 
of all U.S. organizations 
opposing the drug war: 

$32 million4

2. This �gure is for the 2003 �scal year, the last 
year the White House O�ce of National Drug 
Control Policy provided complete budget 
information. Since then, ONDCP has intentionally 
underestimated drug-war spending by omitting 
whole categories of expenditures, including a 
minimum of $3.7 billion that the federal govern-
ment spends annually to incarcerate drug o�enders.

4. Calendar year 2008. Includes all major 
national, regional, and local drug policy 
organizations, including the grants programs 
administered by the Drug Policy Alliance 
and the Marijuana Policy Project.

3. Approved by Congress for the 2008 �scal year. 
Since it began in 1998, this program has spent 
nearly $1.5 billion.

1. "Shoveling Up: The Impact of Substance 
Abuse on State Budgets," National Center on 
Addiction and Substance Abuse, Columbia 
University, January 2001, p. 1.


